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TOM MILLS, TEN SLEEP PIONEER, DIES WEDNESDAY, FUNERAL WILL BE FRIDAY AT TEN
SLEEP
Tom S. Mills, 74, Ten Sleep, one of the last of the old pioneers of Washakie county, died in the
hospital here Wednesday, after an illness of pneumonia.
Funeral services will be held at 2:20 p.m. Friday for the famed rancher who was an uncle by
marriage of Wallace and Noah Beery, motion picture actors.
Pallbearers will be Charles Wyman, Charles Ford, R. W. Spratt, T. H. Fields, G. F. A. Conner,
and A. L. Pearson, all of Ten Sleep.
Mills had been ill for several days before coming to the hospital here last Friday; too sick to
drive the car. He was immediately placed under an oxygen tent, and for the next few days, until
his death, was fighting for his life.
Less than an hour before he died Wednesday morning, a telegram from Wallace and Noah
Beery was received, telling him to fight to hang on.
The rancher was born on February 19, 1865 near Maysville, Missouri and moved with his
parents to Cheyenne in 1874, where they settled on a ranch in the Horse Creek area. Mills
worked with cattle outfits in that area and in Nebraska until 1885, when he went to Buffalo with a
cattle outfit there.
Settled here in 1892, in 1892, Mills came to Washakie County and worked for the Milo Burke
outfit and then settled on a ranch at the Red Bank in the Upper Nowood country, his home ranch.
In 1916, he moved to Ten Sleep where he owned a ranch and a hotel at the time of his death.
He is survived by his wife and a son, Milo, by a previous marriage; and 3 brothers, Ed of Big
Trails; Grant of Ten Sleep; and Charles of Maysville, Missouri.
Mills first wife was a sister of the mother of Wallace and Noah Beery. In 1907, Wallace and
Noah and their father and mother spent the summer at the Mills ranch and saw their first roundup
on the ranch of the late George “Bear” McClellan, Washakie county pioneer and Legislator and a
friend of Mills.
This fall, Mills had invited Wallace Beery to come to his ranch for the hunting season but just in
the past week, Beery had written to say that work on a new picture would prevent him from
coming.
In 1886, a year after he went to the Buffalo country, Mills set the first roping and riding record at
the Big Horn Rodeo.

